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AMENDED 



What is claimed is: 



1 ) A use of an antimicrobially effective amount of a mixture of 5-chloro- 
2-methyl-4-isothiazolin-3-one, 2-methyl-4-isothiazolin-3-one and 2-bromo- 

5 2-nitropropane-1,3-diol as a biocide in aqueous colorant preparations having a 
heavy metal ion concentration of not less than 20 ppm and wherein the colorant is 
a reactive dye, a direct dye, an acid dye, a disperse dye or a pigment and 
comprises a complexed heavy metal from the group consisting of Cu, Co, Ni, Fe, 
Cr and Al. 

0 

2) The use according to claim 1 wherein the colorant preparation is a 
recording fluid, in particular an ink jet ink. 



3) The use according to claim 1 or 2 wherein the antimicrobially effective 

1 5 amount is 0.001 % to 0.1 % by weight and preferably 0.02% by weight, reckoned as 
solid and based on the total weight of the colorant preparation. 

4) The use according to at least one of claims 1 to 3 wherein the mixing ratio 
of the individual constituents chloro-2-methyl-4-isothiazolin-3-one, 2-methyl- 

20 4-isothiazolin-3-one and 2-bromo-2-nitropropane-1 ,3-diol is (0.005 to 0.1):(0.005 
to 0.05): 1. 

6) The use according to claim 5 wherein the colorant is C.I. Reactive Black 8, 
C.I. Reactive Black 31, C.I. Reactive Blue 7, C.I. Reactive Blue 14, CI. Reactive 
25 Blue 21 , C.I. Reactive Blue 28, C.I. Reactive Blue 38, C.I. Reactive Blue 82, 
C.I. Reactive Blue 89, C.I. Reactive Blue 158, C.I. Reactive Blue 182, 
C.I. Reactive Blue 190, C.I. Reactive Blue 203, C.I. Reactive Blue 216, 
C.I. Reactive Blue 220, C.I. Reactive Blue 244, C.I. Reactive Violet 1, 
C.I. Reactive Violet 5, C.I. Reactive Red 6, C.I. Reactive Red 23, C.I. Reactive 
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